Franklin County Commissioners
April 12, 2024 at 12:00 p.m.

Attendance: Commissioner Chair Robert Swainston, Commissioner Boyd Burbank, and Commissioner Dirk Bowles, Lana and John Jenkins, Fairgrounds Maintenance, John Pearce, Market Animal Board Member, Richard Swainston, Rodeo Committee Member, Jason Golightly, Rodeo Committee Member, Wes Harris, Fairboard Chairman, and Clerk Camille Larsen.  

1.	Discuss Fairgrounds Improvements with Fairboard, Market Animal Board, and Rodeo Committee.  Robert Swainston reported the plans for the new steer barn and if it gets completed before the fair can tear down the old wooden barn.  The power issues were discussed, and agreed the need to get more power.  The Fairboard is looking for a beautification grant for 12' grass and picnic tables between the arena and sheds.  It was discussed the need to close off the north end for safety and a place for the ambulance to be during the rodeo.  The Rodeo Committee will place poles/barricade and some will be able to be removed to open up for traffic when needed.  

Robert Swainston reported the Commissioners will be signing a lease with Kiwanas and $300 will be paid to the Rodeo Committee to assist with garbage cleanup.  The County is still waiting for the Lions to bring a lease to the Commissioners.  Lana Jenkins asked to have a water shut-off valve next to the Kiwanas building.  

Dirk Bowles reported there is a subdivision going on to the west of the fairgrounds, and the County will be exchanging gravel for green space.  It will add two acres to the fairground property, with the possibility of two more lots when the subdivision is completely developed.  The two acres will be available for the parking during the rodeo.  It was suggested to spray paint to lay out the parking spots for the rodeo weekend.  Boyd Burbank would like to see handicap accessible parking at the new parking area.

Boyd Burbank discussed the internet needs throughout the whole area.  Boyd Burbank will research wifi and find out if fiber is an option.  Boyd Burbank will donate the labor.  Wes Harris said the Bull Bonanza group will help pay for the internet improvements.  

John Pearce suggested to contact Steve Liechty to review the fairgrounds to see what is needed and a price for upgrading the power.  

Dirk Bowles would like the practice arena moved to the east and build a privacy fence between the arena and the home owner.  


Meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m.  


______________________			______________________
Attest, Camille Larsen			Robert Swainston, Chair

Page 1	April 12, 2024
